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Inquiry 
What 

inquiry is. 

Exploring/ 

Questioning 

Investigating 

Collaborating 

Making 
decisions/ 

taking action 

What inquiry 
is not. 

Research 
papers or 
projects 

Teacher led 

A method 

A worksheet  

Sometimes student 
generated, sometimes 
teacher generated.  



What is needed for inquiry-
based literacy learning to 

take place? 
 

 



 Exemplifies and celebrates curiosity. 

 Models his/her own inquiry process and keeps a 
notebook. 

 Encourages authentic questions. 

 Offers lessons in comprehension, collaboration, and 
inquiry. 

 Shares examples of inquiry in the real world. 

 Stays alert to inquiry circle topics and searches for 
relevant texts and resources.  

 Keeps the curriculum in mind and connects it to group 
inquiry. 

 

 

Inquiry Teacher 

Source: Harvey and Daniels (2009) 



 Inquiry Process 

 Immerse - build background, find topics, 
and wonder 

 Investigate – develop questions, search for 
information, and discover answers 

 Coalesce – intensify research, synthesize, 
and build knowledge 

 Go Public – share learning, demonstrate 
understanding, take action 

 

 Source:  Adapted from Harvey and Daniels (2009) 
 



Inquiry Framework 

Immerse 

Go Public and/or 
Take Action 

Coalesce 

Investigate 

Reflection 
at all 

Stages 
 

Source:  Adapted from Harvey and Daniels (2009) 



Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards 
Standard 1: Formulate relevant, self-
generated questions based on interests 
and/or needs that can be investigated. 

Standard 2: Transact with texts to 
formulate questions, propose 
explanations, and consider alternative 
views and multiple perspectives. 
 

Source: South Carolina College- and Career-Ready ELA Standards 2015 

 



Inquiry-Based Literacy Standards Continued 

Standard 3: Construct knowledge, applying 
disciplinary concepts and tools, to build 
deeper understanding of the world through 
exploration, collaboration, and analysis.  

Standard 4: Synthesize information to share 
learning and/or take action.  

Standard 5: Reflect throughout the inquiry 
process to assess metacognition, broaden 
understanding, and guide actions, 
individually and collaboratively.  
 Source: South Carolina College- and Career-Ready ELA Standards 2015 



Inquiry-Based Literacy 
Standards 

Standard 1: Formulate relevant, self-generated questions based on interests 
and/or needs that can be investigated. 

 

Standard 2:  Transact with texts to formulate questions, propose 
explanations, and consider alternative views and multiple perspectives.  

 
Standard 3:  Construct knowledge, applying disciplinary concepts and tools, 
to build deeper understanding of the world through exploration, 
collaboration, and analysis. 

Standard 4:  Synthesize information to share learning and/or take action. 

 
Standard 5: Reflect throughout the inquiry process to assess metacognition, 
broaden understanding, and guide actions, individually and collaboratively. 

 
 
 

South Carolina College- and Career- Ready Standards for English Language Arts (2015) 



How Do I Teach the Inquiry 
Standards? 



Course-Level Indicators 

1.1 Use a recursive process to develop, evaluate, and refine, 

questions to broaden thinking on a specific idea that directs 

inquiry for new learning and deeper understanding.  

3.2 Examine historical, social, cultural, or political context to 

broaden inquiry and create questions. 
 



The Blue Bouquet 
by Octavio Paz (1949), translated by 

Eliot Weinberger 
  

 

• http://www.101bananas.com/library2/bluebo
uquet.html 
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ReQuest 

 
 
 
 
 

The answers to these questions are found 
directly in the text (facts.) 

On the line questions: 

Between the line questions: 

To answer these questions, students select 
clues from the text.  Students need to make 
some inferences based on information they 
read. 

Beyond the line questions: 

These questions are found outside of the text.  
Questions require students to make 
connections. 



 

 

Question Type of Question Where did you find 
the answer? 

Use information from 
the text to come up 
with an answer. 

Answer is directly in the 
text. 

Use your prior 
knowledge and 
experience to answer 
the question 

Between the lines 

On the lines 

Beyond the lines 
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What’s the Connection? 


